
CITY OF LODI I 

the Uniform F i r e  Code is c o r r e c t .  We have conferred w i t h  the 
Uniform F i r e  Code Coord ina tor  from the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Conference o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s  f o r  i n p u t  on our  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  We have met w i t h  M r .  S i t t e r  and his Attorney 
t o  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f y  the  requirements.  W e  have toured h i 5  
f a c i l i t y  and w r i t t e n  severa l  l e t t e r s  i n  which we have de f ined 
the Code requirements.  T o  da te  I am unsure o f  M r .  S i t t e r s  
i n t e n t  regard ing  compliance w i t h  t h e  requirements as I have 
had no w r i t t e n  o r  verba l  response t o  my f i n a l  l e t t e r .  Should 
I rece ive  a response I w i l l  share i t  w i t h  t he  Counci l .  

The F i r e  Department i s  c o m f o r t a t l e  w i t h  the  requirements 
as s ta ted  i n  our f i n a l  l e t t e r  t o  Mr. S i t t e r  and w e  a re  
hopeful  t h a t  he w i l l  agree to make the  needed a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  
h i s  f a c i l i t y .  W e  are  a l s o  open to g r a n t i n g  h i m  t ime t o  
complete the work requ i red .  

Included i n  t h i s  Counci l  Communication a re  the most 
recent  l e t t e r s  which were mai led t o  M r .  S i t t e r .  These 
l e t t e r s  i n c l u d e  the  F i r e  Departments requirements which a r e  
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issued under the authority of the Uniform Fire Code and the  
Lodi Municipal Code. We feel that these minimum nationally 
recognized standards provide the City w i t h  good fire 
protection and should be enforced to insure a reasonable 
degree of fire and life safety in our community. Fire 
Marshal Steve Raddigan and I will be available at t h e  Council 
Meeting to answer questions and provide you with additional 
background on this matter. 

The following documents are included in with this agenda 
itern a5 background information for the C i t y  Council. 

X July 31, 1989 Letter regarding original 
fire inspection of facility. 

t Sept. 12, 1989 Letter responding to Mr. 
Sitters questions regarding 
original inspection. 

Jan. 22, 1990 Letter of response from 
Western Fire Chiefs. 

t Sept. 28, 1940 Letter responding to questions 
raised by M r .  Sitter at meeting 
of Sept. 27, 1990 and further 
clarification of issues. 

Ir Sept. 28, 1990 Notice of Fire Hazard and Order 
to Abate. 

X Oct. 24, 1990 Notice of Appeal filed by Mr. 
Sitter. 

f March 6 ,  1991 L e t t e r  outlining agreements and 
addressing questions from March 
4, 1991 meeting. 

* March 27, 1991 Letter addressing further 
questions from Mr. Sitter which 
w e r e  delivered to Chief Hughes 
at a meeting with FIttnrney H. 
Horstmann. 



t April 11, 1991 Final letter addressing 
questions raised by Mr. Sitter 
during a tour o f  the facility 
on April 9, 1991. 

Respectfully s u b m i t t e d ,  

Larry F. Hughes 
Fire C h i e f  
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2- EXHIBIT A 

CITY OF LODI 
F . I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

rlRE PREVENTION 8UREAl.I 
210 WEST ELM STREET 
1001. CALIFORNIA 95240 

(203) 333-6739 

J u l y  31, 1989 

J. J .  S .  W a r e h o u s e  
A t t n :  A n t o n  N. S i t t e r  
23  Maxwell  S t r e e c ,  $C 
L o d f ,  CA 9 5 2 4 0  

Dear Mr. S i t t e r :  

RE: F I R E  INSPECTIOX -.23 PlAXWELL STREET 

On J u l y  2 7 ,  1989, I c o n d u c t e d  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  
i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e .  T h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
p r e s e n t  t h a t  d o  not c o m p l y  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  c o d e s  a n d  orainences. 

h i s  tory 

1. 

2 .  

a 

4 .  

+. 

I h a v e  a s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  
s t o r e d  o u t s i d e  of t h e  s t o r a g e  room. A r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

' h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

T h e  s t g r a g e  room w a s  b u i l t  i n  a b o u t  O c t o b e r  1981. 

A s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  was i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  
p r o v i d e  e x t r a  h a z a r d  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t o r a z e  r o o n  
a n d  o r d i n a r y  h a z a r d  i n  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  a r e a  f o r  
s t o r a g e  u p  t o  1 2  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  

T h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  w a s  n o t  part o f  the w a r e h o u s e .  

T h a t  on A p r i l  2 ,  1985 2 n o t i c e  was issued t o  store 
f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  t h e  i n s i d e  s t o r a g e  room. 

P r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  a r e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  a n d  a r e :  

T h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms o r  a r e a s  not 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  
o f  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  foot; o f  floor a r e a  a c t u a l l y  
b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I - B ,  I - C ,  I1 o r  
1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s ,  o r  1 2 0  g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  1 - 0 ,  180 g a l l o n s  
o f  Class I - C ,  2 A O  g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I1 o r  6 6 0  g a l l o n s  of 
C l a s s  111-A l i q u i d s ,  or 2 4 0  g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  
o f  C l a s s  I a n d  Class I1 l i q u i d s  s u b j e c t  t o  the 
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s .  

F I 2 3MA X IUr 
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T h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms 
o r  a r e a s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  
1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  foot o f  f l o o r  a r ea  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  
u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  o r  60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r .  

, T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  
u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  floor a rea  a c r u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  l i q u i d  
m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  s p a c e .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  
i n  a n  a p p r . o v e d  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room o r  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  
w a r e h o u s e .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  m a n n e r  of s t o r a g e :  

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  s h e l v i n g  or 
o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
b e a m ,  c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  be 3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i t l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  
I ,  I1 a n d  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same 
p i l e  or r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  
c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  
k i t s .  

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a sa fe  l o c a t i o n  i n  
a n  area n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  u n d a m a g e d  c o n t a i n e r .  

In order to meet t h e  provision of t h e  code, it will b e  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  group  a l l  flammable and  C o m b u s t i b l e  liquids o n  t h e  same rack 
s e c t i o n s  and t h e n  d e t e r m i n e  the quantity t h a t  will be permitted 
b a s e d  on  s q u a r e  f o o t a g e  a n d  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  s t o r a g e  room. 

T h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s e n t  t h a t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  
c o r r e c t i o n :  

1 .  A l l  s t o r a g e  a b o v e  t h e  w e s t  o f f i c e  i s  t o  b e  
1 8  i n r . h e s  b e l o w  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  h e a d s .  

2 .  C o m b u s t i b l e  x a s L e  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  i n  meta l  
o r  m e t a l - l i n e d  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  t i g h t - f i t t i n g  l i d s .  
T h e  c a r d b o a r d  b a r r e l s  a n d  c a r d b o a r d  b o x  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  o f f i c e  m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d .  
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3. 

4. 

. C  

The  m a n n e r  of  s t o r a g e  for s h i p p i n g  b o x e s  c r e a t e s  a 
h a z a r d  b e c a u s e  of l o c a t i o n  a n d  m e t h o d  of s t o r a g e .  
A q u a n t i t y  not exceeding 100 cubic feet i s  
p e r m i t t e d  i n  a meta l  o r  m e t a l - l i n e d  c o n t a i n e r  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a s e l f - c l o s i n g  c o v e i .  A q u a n t i t y  
e x c e e d i n g  100 c u b i c  f e e t  m u s t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  a room 
s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  by  a 
o n e - h o u r  o c c u p a n c y  s e p a r a t i o n .  

T h e  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room r e q u i r e s  two 
exits.. 

A r e i n s p e c t i o n  i s  s c h e d u l e d  for A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1989 a n d  will b e  
c o n d u c t e d  o n  or a b o u t  t h a t  d a t e .  

If you h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e .  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  s e r v i c e ,  

F i r e  M a r s h a l  

SR/lm 

cc: Don Linn 
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,- EXHIBIT C 

CITY OF.LODX 
F I R E  D E - P A R T M E N T  

FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 
210 WEST ELM STREET 
LODI. CALIFORNIA 95240 

(209) 333-6739 

S e p t e m b e r  1 2 ,  1989 

J.J.S. W a r e h o u s e  
A t t n :  A n t o n  N. S i t t e r  
23 M a x w e l l  S t r e e t ,  a"C 
S o d i ,  CA 95240 

Dear M r .  S i t t e r :  

RE: FLAMHABLE LIQUID STORAGE - 23 WAXWELL STREET 

' A r e v i e w  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  1979 
U n i f o r m  F i r e . C o d e  was a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  b e g a n  o p e r a t i n g  
y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  

D i v i s i o n  I V  of Article 79 o u t l i n e s  t h e  r e - q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n t a l n e r  
a n d  p o r t a b l e  t a n k  s t o r a g e .  Two o c c u p a n c y  t y p e s  a r e  l i s t e d  t h a t  
a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  your t y p e  of b u s i n e s s .  T h e s e  a re :  1) m e r c a n t i l e  - 
a n d  o t h e r  r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c i e s ,  a n d  2 )  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  
T h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  of a m e r c a n t i l e  
o c c u p a n c y  a s  t h e  o c c u p a n c y  o r  u s e  o f  a b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  o r  
a n y  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f  f o r  d i s p l a y i n g ,  s e l l i n g  o r  b u y i n g  o f  g o o d s ,  
wares o r  m e r c h a n d i s e .  T h e r e  i s  no d e f i n i t i o n  of a g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  I w a s  a b l e  
t o  l o c a t e  a d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e _  C o d e s  a n d  S t a n d a r d s .  
A s  d e f i n e d  i n  NFPA 30, a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  is a s e p a r a t e ,  
d e t a c h e d  b u i l d i n g  o r  p o r t i o n  of a b u i l d i n g  used - o n l y  for 
w a r e h o u s i n g - t y p e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e a c h  o c c u p a n c y  o u t l - i n e d  i n  
t h e  1979 U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e .  G e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  s t o r a g e  
s h a l l  be i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  T a b l e  No. 79.402A a n d , s h a l l  b e  in 
n o n c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  b u i l d i n g s  o r  i n  p o r t i o n  o f  s u c h  
b u i l d i n g s  c u t  o f f  b y  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s .  A m e r c a n t i l e  a n d  o t h e r  
. r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c i e s  h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  a p p r o v e d  
q u a n t i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  rooms. T h e r e  i s  a 
r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h o s e  a m o u n t s  b e  s t o r e d  i n  
f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  r o o m s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  
g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  ' w a r e h o u s e s .  
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A r e v i e w  o f  b u i l d i n g  p l a n s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a s p e c i f i c  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room. O t h e r  
new c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  of o n e - h o u r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
l e a d s  me t o  b e l i & v e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  t y p e  of  b u i l d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  
w a r e h o u s e  a n d  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  main  b u i l d i n g  c u t  o f f  by  
t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  t h i s  room d i d  
n o r  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e x i t i n g  u n d e r  79 UBC 1,318. 

In a p p l y i n g  b o t h  t h e  U n ' i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  a n d  t h e  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  
Code  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  y o u  b e g a n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c o m p a r i n g  
t h e s e  C o d e s  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  be 
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a n  H2 O c c u p a n c y .  T h e  1979 U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  
l i m i t s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r ea  t o  1,500 s q u a r e  f e e t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  
m o r e  t h a n  30 f e e t  f r o m  a l l  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  i n c l u d i n g  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  
a d j a c e n t  t o  p u b l i c  w a y s .  As p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  
Code r e q u i r e s  b u i l d i n g s  t o  b e  n o n c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  o r  
i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  s u c h  b u i l d i n g s  c u t  o f f  b y  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s .  

Your  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  meet t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  a g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e a s o n  why t h e  B u i l d i n g  a n d  
F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t s  s e e m e d  so c o n f u s e d  when t r y i n g  to a d d r e s s  y o u r  
n e e d s .  Yo11 c o u l d  n o t  b e  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  b y  b u i l d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  a r e a  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  y o u  w e r e  n o t ,  b y  
d e f i n i t i o n ,  a m e r c a n t i l e  o r  o t h e r  r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c y .  B o t h  
d e p a r t m e n t s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a p p l y  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  C o d e  from e a c h  
c a t e g o r y .  T h e  o v e r a l l  i n t e n t  w a s  t o  h a v e  t h e  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  
c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  e x c e s s  of a - d e t e r m i n e d  a m o u n t  s t o r e d  i n  - 
t h e  s t o r a g e  r o o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  C o d e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  
o n l y  t h e  p a i n t  t h i n n e r  t o  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h i s  room.  

T h e  1 9 8 2  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  s e t  t h e  same r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  w h o l e s a l e  a n d  
r e t a i l  st0re.s w h i l e  c r e a t i n g  a s e c t i o n  ' for m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n c r e a s e  a p p r o v e d  
q u a n t i t i e s  o u t s i d e  o f  s t o r a g e  r o o m s  from t h o s e  when y o u  b e g a n  
o p e r a t i n g  your wholesale b u s i n e s s .  

It  
we 
o n  
w a  
t o  

is m y  interpretation t h a t  your storage requirements  i n  1981 
r e  more restrictive than today's r e q u i r e m e n t s .  This-is b a s e d  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  n o t  m e e t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  
rehouse. It is a l s o  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u r  s t o r a g e  n e e d s  

c o m p l y  v i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

T h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms o r  a r e a s  not 
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  greater 
of  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  floor a rea  a c t u a l l y  
b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I-a, I-C, II or 
111-A l i q u i d s ,  0 1  1 2 0  gallons o f  C l a s s  I - B ,  180 gallons 
of Class I-C, 2 4 0  g a l l o n s  of Class 11 o r  6 6 0  gallons o f  
C l a s s  11.1-A l i q u i d s ,  o r  2 4 0  g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c . o m b i n a t i o n  
o f  C l a s s  I a n d  C l a s s  11 l i q u i d s  s u b j e c t  to the 
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s .  
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T h e  s t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  r o o m s  
o r  a reas  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  
1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of  f l o o r  a rea  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  
u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  o r  60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r .  

T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h p l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by  
u s i n g  only t h e  f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  by l i q u i d  
m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  s p a c e .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  
i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room o r  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  
w a r e h o u s e .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  m a n n e r  of s t o r a g e :  

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t a c k e d  noxe t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  fixed s h e l v i n g  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S to rage  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
beam, c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  shall b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  areas t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  D u b l i c .  C l a s s  ' -  I ,  I1 a n d  I I I - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o k e d  i n  t h e  same 
p i l e  o r  r a c k  section as o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  
c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  p a c k a R e d  t o a e t h e r  a s  
kits- 

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a i l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  l o c a t i o n  i n  
an area  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  
t i a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  u n d a m a g e d  c o n t a i n e r ,  

To a n s w e r  some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  d u r ' i n g  o u r  meeting on 
August 11, 2989,  I p r o v i d e  the following: 

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

In referring to the National Fire Codes, they w o u l d  he used 
when a specific issue is n o t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  the Uniform Fire 
Code. I n  t h i s  case,  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  f l a m m a b l e  liquids is 
a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code and r e f e r e n c e  i s  n o t -  made  
t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  C o d e .  

Storage i n s i d e  t h e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room is p e r m i t t e d  o n  
s h e l v i n g  o f  'noncombustible c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  of wood n o t  less 
t h a n  I i n c h  n o m i n a l  t h i c k n e s s .  

A g i r d e r  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  a h o r i z o n t a l  m a i n  s t r u c t u r a l  member 
(as i n  a b u i l d i n g  or b r i d g e )  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  v e r t i c a l  loads 
a n d  that c o n s i s t s  o f  a s i n g l e  p i e c e  or of more t h a n  o n e  
p i e c e  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r .  
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4. .I would  a c c e p t  a f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  h e a d  inside t h e  metal b o x  
u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of s h i p p i n g  b o x e s  i n  l i e u  of o n e - h o u r  
f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

5. Any e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t o r a g e  room will b e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  with t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  C o d e s .  

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  a n  a f f e c t  on  
s t o r a g e  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  
i n v e n t o r y  a n d  f i l l i n g  o r d e r s .  f d o n ' t  e x p e c t  you to move 
i n v e n t o r y  a n d  t h e n  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  f i n d  i t .  I am s u r e  a .  
r e a s o n a b l e  t ime p e r i o d  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  allows ample time 
t o  make t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a d j u s t m e n t s  w i t h o u t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  f i r e  
s a f e t y .  

Your c o n t i n u e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y  i n  s e r . v i c e ,  

..&L$d+> 
S t e v e n  R a d d i g a n  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  

S R f  lm  
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EXHIBIT  B 

Western Fire Chiefs Association, Inc. 
Organized September 30, I89i 

5360SOUTH WOfUCUANM1URO~D.WH~IER.CALlFORNlA90601*(213)699-0124 
January 22, 1990 

w. StevenRaddigan 
Firc3 Y ? S M  
city of ID%. 
F h  -- 
Fire- 'an E3uxeau 
210 West Elm Street e, California 95240 

subject: Sect ion 79.201 (e) ii 

WarMr. Raddigan: 

Y w r  pti- and cJu2: answers are as follows: 

Uniform Fire code, 1985 Edition 

Your letter of Eecmber 15, 1989 has been forwarded to me for response. 

Q1: 

Al: 

Q2 : 

A2: 

If the square fmtage fonrmla al lms for 1,200 gallors of Class I- 
B, is it the intent of this section to limit quantities to 120 
gallons of Class I-B Outside. of storage rams or to pennit the 
1,200 galloris outside of storage rcqs? 

Section 79.201 (e) ii allclws the greater amount as determined by 
the fixed quality or the density fonrmla; in this case, 1,200 
gallons. N o t e  that guantities determmcd ' by the density f o d a  
are actual densities aver the area used for storage of flmable 
and -file liquids an3 cuntiquous aisles. 

Additionally, 
the rqphmnts cf Section 79.201 (f) apply. 

Quantities are not 
by averagiq uver the gross floor area. 

If the greater guantity of 1,200 gallons of Class I-B is permitted 

the WrildiqCOae reqkmmt f o r a n G r m p H O x q a n q ?  

No, when in coqliance w i t h  pmisions set forth in Al. 

autside of storage roams, wrxrld the hxilding be reqmxd tomeet 

A Division of the Inlernah'onalAssocaoan'on of F i n  Chiefs 

t 

! 
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Ebge 2 

Q3 : 

A3: 

DI us- the scpare footage formula, anjl having an area of 150 

If shelvirql is used, can 300 gallons be placed on each mf? 
feet, the f0Xld.a prwides for 300 @ l O n S  of Class I-B. 

KO. T;re density method uses the gross qmn~e of liwd aver the 

actual storage area. 

liquid iS allawed on the shelves. 

actual storage area and cmtiguous aisle space ' t h e  
If the shelves and the cOntiguOuS aisles 

150 Square f& than a trrtdl of 300 @ l a  of Class I-B 

further, please feel free to call. 

Raptxx3 Bizdl 
staff Igineer, codes 

_ - .  
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CITY OF LODX 
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 
217 WEST ELM STREET 

LODI, CALIFORNIA 95240 

EXHIBIT D 

(209) 333-6739 

S e p t e i n b e r  2 8 ,  1990 

Mr, A n t o n  N. S i t t e r  
J.J.S. W a r e h o u s e  
23 kfaxwe l l  S t r e e t  JtC 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Hr. S i t t e r :  

RE: F I R E  INSPECTION - 23 EIAXWELL STREET, L O D I  

On S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1990, I m e t  w i t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  s o n  i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A t  t h a t  
time, y o u  s u b m i t t e d  a r a c k  s t o r a g e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  I d e t e r m i n e  t h e  maximum a l l o w a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  t o  b e  s t o r e d .  
S e v e r a l  c o m m e n t s  were made  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of c o d e s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  y o u  m a y  
a p p e a l  a n y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u  f e e l  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  

Prior t o  s t a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o d e ,  I w o u l d  
l i k e  to p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  c o d e s  
a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  you b e g a n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  

U N I F O R M  FIRE CODE - 1 9 7 9  E D I T I O N  

Two o c c u p a n c y  t y p e s  a r e  l i s t e d  t h a t  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  y o u r  t y p e  of 
b u s i n e s s .  T h e s e  a r e :  1) M e r c a n t i l e  a n d  O t h e r  R e t a i l  O c c u p a n c i e s ,  
a n d  2 )  G e n e r a l  P u r p o s e  W a r e h o u s e .  T h e r e  a r e  specific 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  € o r  e a c h  t y p e .  

GENERAL PURPOSE WAREHOUSE 

A g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  s h a l l  b e  o f  n o n - c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  
f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  i n  p o r t i c n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  c u t - o f f  
by  t w o  h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s .  

T h e  b u i l d i n g  you  p r e s e n t l y  o c c u p y  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  
n o n - c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S t o r a g e  w c u l d  
t h e n  n e e d  t o  be i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  cut-off by t w o - h o u r  
f i r e  w a l l s .  A s p r i n k l e r  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  
m e e t i n g  e x t r a  h a z a r d o u s  d e s i g n  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  s c o r a g e  a r e a .  
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S t o r a g e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e s  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

Maximum A l l o w a b l e  
S t o r a g e  

C l a s s  1A 2 7 5 0  g a l l o n s  
C l a s s  1B 5500 g a l l o n s  

Maximum 
H e i g h t  

3 f e e t  
6 f e e t  

If a c o m b i n a t i o n  of c l a s ses  w a s  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e ,  
t h e  maximum g a l l o n a g e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  . t h a t  p i l e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
smal les t  o f  the t w o  g a l l o n a g e s .  

If y o u  h a d  i n s t a l l e d  a f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  t o  meet e x t r a  h a z a r d  
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o r a g e  
a r e a ,  t h e n  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  

MERCANTILE A N D  OTHER RETAIL OCCUPANCIES 

I n  rooms o r  a r e a s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  q u a n t i t i e s  were 
l i m i t e d  t o  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of  g r o s s  f l o o r  area being 
used. I n  u n s p r i n k l e r e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  c o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  
30 g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  l - A ,  60 g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  l-B, 90 g a l l o n s  of 
C l a s s  l-C, 1 2 0  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I1 o r  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  t o t a l i n g  1 2 0  g a l l o n s .  I n  s p r i n k l e r e d  
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  c c u l d  b e  d o u b l e d .  

A l l  q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  i n  
a room o r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h z t  c o m p l i e s  with p r o v i s i o n s  
f o r  a n  i n s i d e  s t o r a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  room a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c t i o n  
79.404. 

DESIGN AN3 CONSTRUCTION OF INSIDE STORAGE A N D  HANDLING ROOPl 

I n s i d e  s t o r a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  rooms m u s t  meet t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s :  

1. C o n s t r u c t e d  t o  meet r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  G r o u p  H, D i v i s i o n  2 
o c c u p a n c i e s .  

2 .  S p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d o u s  l o c a t i o n s  
m y  i n c r e a s e  a l l o w a b l e  s t o r a g e .  

3. O p e n i n g s  t o  t h e  r o o m  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a 
n o n - c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d  t i g h t  r a i s e d  s i l l s  o r  r a m p s  a t  
] . eas t  f o u r  ( 4 )  i n c h e s  i n  h e i g h t .  

4 .  E l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  s h a l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  f o r  C l a s s  I ,  
D i v i s i o n  1 l o c a t i o n s .  
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5 .  V e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a c o m p l e t e  
c h a n g e  of  a i r  w i t h i n  t h e  room a t  l e a s t  s i x  t i n e s  p e r  
h o u r .  

6 .  H e a t i n g  s h a l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d .  

7 .  E x p l o s i o n  v e n t i n g  shall b e  p r o v i d e d .  

a .  E x i t s  s h a l l  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o d e .  

S t o r a g e  is l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. A q u a n t i t y  of  5000 g a l l o n s  w o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  rooms 
of t w o - h o u r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v i n g  a maximum a rea  o f  500 
s q u a r e  f e e t  a n d  s r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  a u t o m a t i c  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  
s y s t e m .  

2 .  T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  a i s l e  w i t h  a minimum v i d t h  
o f  t h r e e  ( 3 )  f e e t .  

3. C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  30 g a l l o n s  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  be 
s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  t w o  c o n t a i n e r s  high. 

After  a r e v i e w  of  d o c u m e n t s ,  i t  i s  my o p i n i o n  t h a t  a c t i o n s  were 
t a k e n  by  y o u  t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of m e r c a n t i l e  a n d  o t h e r  
r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  meet c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  T h i s  o p i n i o n  i s  
b a s e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. A f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  m e e t i n g  a d e s i g n  
f o r  o r d i n a r y  h a z a r d  e x c e p t  f o r  a small  a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  w h i c h  w a s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d .  A 
p r o b a b l e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  was t o  maximize on  t h e  
q u a n t i t i e s  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  o u t s i d e  of  a s t o r a g e  
room. 

2. A s t o r a g e  room w a s  b u i l t  t h a t :  
a .  d i d  n o t  e x c e e d  500 s q u a r e  f e e t .  
b .  was p r o t e c t e d  b y  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  f o r  e x t r a  

c .  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s .  
d .  u s i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  m e e t i n g  h a z a r d o u s  

l o c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
e .  p r o v i d e d  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  
f .  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a f o u r  ( 4 )  i n c h  r a m p  a t  o p e n i n g s .  

h a z a r d  l o c a t i o n s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  n o t e s  o n  b u i l d i n g  p l a n s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s t o r a g e  w a s  
t o  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  U.F.C. 7 9 . 4 0 9  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a n d  i n  1985,  a 
n o t i c e  was i s s u e d  r e q u i r i n g  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  t o  b e  i n  the i n s i d e  
s t o r a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  room. 
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T h i s  w a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  f o r  t h e  
following r e a s o n s :  

1. Nev c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v e d  t h e  u s e  of  some o n e - h o u r  f i r e  
w a l l s  i n s t e a d  o f  a l l  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s  a s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
a w a r e h o u s e .  

2. T h e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  i n s t a l l e d  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  
d e s i g n  f o r  a w a r e h o u s e  s t o r i n g  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s .  

3 .  T h e r e  i s  n o r  a r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  
w a r e h o u s e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  rooms o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
h a v i n g  f o u r  i n c h  r a m p s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  c o m ? o n e n t s  f o r  
h a z a r d o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a n d  v e n t i l a t i o n .  

I t  w a s  t o  y o u r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  d e s i g n  a s  a m e r c a n t i l e  o r  o t h e r  
r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c y .  A g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  w o u l d  h a v e  
r e q u i r e d  a f u l l  h e i g h t  t w o - h o u r  f i r e  w a l l  a n d  a s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
m e e t i n g  a d e s i g n  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d  l o c a t i o n s .  The q u a n t i t y  o f  
s t o r a g e  p e r m i t t e d  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  5500 g a l l o n s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f  mixed c l a s ses  o f  f l a m m a b l e s .  T h i s  c o u l d  
h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a maximum a l l o w a b l e  o f  2750  g a l l o n s .  T h e  
q u a n t i t y  of s t o r a g e  as a f i r e  s p r f n k l e r e d  m e r c a n t i l e  or r e t a i l  
o c c u p a n c y  h a v i n g  a s t o r a g e  room w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  5 2 4 0  g a l l o n s .  

As s t a t e d  i n  a p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r ,  tlie r e q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e  more 
r e s t r i c t i v e  under t h e  1979 U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  t h a n  u n d e r  t h e  1988 
Uniform F i r e  C o d e .  

The  c u r r e n t  c o d e  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

WHOLESALE A N D  RETAIL STORES 

I n  r o o m s  o r  a r e a s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  
limited to q u a n t i t i e s :  

1. The a m o u n t  of flammable l i q u i d  t h a t  m a y  be s t o r e d  in 
this building i n  rooms or areas n o t  accessible t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  shall n o t  e x c e e d  t ' l e  g r e a t e r  o f  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  
s q u a r e  f o o t  of floor a r e a  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
s t o r a g e  of  C l a s s  I-B, I - C ,  I1 o r  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s .  

2 .  T h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  r o o m s  
o r  a r e a s  not a c c e s s i b l e  c o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  
e x c e e d  1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  floor a r e a  
a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e .  
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3 .  

4 .  

5 .  

T h e  inax inum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  
b y  u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  f l o o r  a r e a  a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  
l i q u i d  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  
s p a c e .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  
s t - o r e d  i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s i o r a g e  room o r  l i q u i d  
s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e .  

T h e  m a n n e r  of s t o r a g e  s h a l l . b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

a. 

b .  

C .  

d .  

e .  

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  c r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  
h i g h ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  
s h e l v i n g  or o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  to t h e  
n e a r e s t  b e a m ,  c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  
o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  
d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a r eas  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  I ,  I1 a n d  III-A l i q u i d s  s h a l l  
n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e  o r  r a c k  s e c t i o n  
a s  o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  
when  t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  k i t s .  

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  a r e a  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to a n  
u n d a m a g e d  c o n t a i n e r .  

A f t e r  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r a c k  s t o r a g e  p l a n ,  I h a v e  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  f o l l b w i n g :  

1. T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  o f  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  
b e  3648  g a l l o n s .  A t  t h i s  t ime,  I c o n s i d e r e d  
a l l  l i q u i d s  t o  b e  C l a s s  l-B. I w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o  
u n l e s s  i t  b e c o m e s  c l e a r  t h a t  y o u  a r e  s t o r i n g  C l a s s  l - A  
l i q u i d s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  o n e  ( 1 )  g a l l o n  pe r  s q u a r e  f o o t  
l i m i t a t i o n .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  
C l a s s  l - A  c o n t a i n e r s  h a v i n g  a c a p a c i t y  of  5 g a l l o n s  o r  
more o r  s t o r a g e  o f  a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  k n o w n  C l a s s  
1 - A  flammable l i q u i d s .  

2 .  T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  a l l o w e d  f o r  r a c k s  t w e n r y - f i v e  ( 2 5 )  
f e e t  i n  l e n g t h s  s h a l l  b e  6 8 2  gallons. 
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3. T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  a l l o w e d  f o r  r a c k  t w e r i t y  ( 2 0 )  f e e t  
i n  l e n g t h  s h a l l  b e  5 7 2  g a l l o n s .  

4 .  No s t o r a g e  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o n  
t h e  t o p  s h e l f  o f  a n y  r a c k .  

5 .  H a n n e r  o E  s t o r a g e  o f  c o n t a i n e r s  shall b e  as f o l l o w s :  

a .  C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 fe.et o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  
h i g h ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  on f i x e d  
s h e l v i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

b .  S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  
n e a r e s t  beam,  c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  
o b s t r u c t i o n .  

c .  S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  
d e f l e c t o r s .  

d .  I n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  
C l a s s  I ,  I1 a n d  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e  o r  r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  
o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s i i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  when 
t h e y  a r e  p a c k a a e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  k i t s .  

e .  L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  a r e a  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  . 
p u b l i c  arid c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  u n d a n a g e d  
c o n t a i n e r .  

D u r i n g  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  y o u  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  ( 3 )  m o n t h s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
t h e  r a c k  s t o r a g e .  I r i n d  t h i s  t o  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  

I have e n c l o s e d  3 N O T I C E  OF F I R E  H A Z A R D  A N D  O R D E R  TO A B A T E .  This 
is being issued b e c a u s e  of the comments made regarding t h e  
i n a b i l i t y  to o p e r a t e  w i t h  a r e d u c e d  i n v e n t o r y  a n d  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  a f f o r d  a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e  s p a c e .  

A l s o ,  a s  r e q u e s t e d ,  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  f i r e  
c o d e  s e c t i o n s .  

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t s c t  me. 

S i n c e r e l y  I n  S e r v i c e ,  

J& Uj?2d.<Z) 
S t e v e n  W. R a d d i g a n  J- 
F i r e  H a r s h a l  

S R / l h  
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Slorage Area: 1824 square feet 
Maximurn quantity permitted in storage area: 3648 gallons 

Maximum quantity permitted on 25' racks: 682 gallons 
Maximum quantity permitted on 20' racks: 572 gallons 
Total aggregate quantity shall not exceed 3648 gallons 
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EXHIBIT E 

CITY O F  LODI 
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 
217 WEST ELM STREET 

Loot, CALIFORNIA 9 2 4 0  

(209) 333-6739 

NOTICE OF FIRE.  H A Z A R I ?  
A N D  

ORDER TO ABATE 

S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  1999 

Mr. A n t o n  N. S i t t e r  
J.J.S. W a r e h o u s e  
23 M a x w e l l  S t .  +C 
L o d i ,  CX 9 5 2 4 0  

Dear M r .  S i t t e r :  

R E :  23  MAXWELL STREET, L O D I  

NOTICE OF F I R E  H A Z A R D  

R e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  y o u  a r e  t h e  c u r r e n t  o c c u p a n t  o f  t h e  r e a l  
a n d  i m p r o v e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  L o d i ,  C o u n t y  o f  S a n  J o a q u i n ,  
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  A s s e s s o r  P a r c e l  No. 
0 6 2 - 0 5 0 - 0 0 0 4 .  S a i d  p r o p e r t y  is m o r e  commonly  known a s  2 3  M a x w e l l  
S t r e e t ,  Lodi, CA 95240.  

As t h e  o c c u p a n t ,  you  a r e  h e r e b y  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  
Fire N a r s h a l  of t h e  C i t y  of L o d i  has i n s p e c t e d  said p r o p e r t y  a n d  
has found c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  c r e a t e  a FIRE H A Z A R D  t h a t  Ere i n  
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni form F i r e  C o d e  a s  a d o p t e d  b y  the C i t y  o f  
L o d i .  

INSPECTIONS A N D  V I O L A T I O N S  

On S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1990,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  F i r e  M a r s h a l  c a u s e d  s a i d  
p r o p e r t y  t o  b e  i n s p e c t e d .  T h e  following v i o l a t i o n s  w e r e  
d i s c o v e r e d :  
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1988 U n i f o r m  Fire C o d e  

Sec.  7 9 . 2 0 1 ( E ) 3 ( i i ) .  I n  rooms o r  a r e a s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  s t o r a g e  of  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  shall 
not e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  o f  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  f l o o r  
a r ea  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I-B, I - C ,  
I1 o r  1 1 1 - X  l i q u i d s ,  o r  120  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I-B, 180 
g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I-C, 240 g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I1 or 660 g a l l o n s  
o f  C l a s s  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s ,  o r  2 4 0  g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of  
C l a s s  I a n d  C l a s s  I1 l i q u i d s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  class. S t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I - A  l i q u i d s  shall be 
p r o h i b i t e d  i n  b a s e m e n t s  a n d  l i m i t e d  t o  1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  
foot o r  60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  o n  o t h e r  floors. 

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  i n  a n  
a p p r o v e d  l i q a i d  s t o r a g e  room or l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t i o n s  7 9 . 2 0 2  a n d  79 .203 .  

The m a n n e r  of  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S u b s e c t i o n  
( f )  of t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

VIOLATIONS: 

1. Flammable a n d  c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  a r e  s t o r e d  i n  
q u a n t i t i e s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  p e r m i t t e d .  

2. Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  not 
s t o r e d  i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room.  

3.  T h e  m a n n e r  of  s t o r a g e  i s  n o t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
S u b s e c t i o n  ( f )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

Sec. 79.201(f) C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  
n o t  b e  s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  s h e l v i n g  or o t h e r w i s e  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  not b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  b e a m ,  
c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  I ,  I1 
and 1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o ' s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  p i l e  o r  
r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  when 
t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  k i t s .  

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  shall b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  
a r e a  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  
t o  a n  undamaged  c c n t a i n e r .  
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VIOLATIONS: 

1. C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  a r e  s t o r e d  m o r e  
t h a n  t h r e e  c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h  o r  more t h a n  t h r e e  f e e t  
h i g h .  

2 .  S t o r a 7 . e  is  c l o s e  t h a n  t h r e e  ( 3 )  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
b e a m ,  c h o r d ,  o r  g i r d e r .  

3 .  O r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o r n m o d i t . i e s  a r e  stored i n  t h e  
same r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s .  

DETERMINATION 

As a r e s u l t  of  t h e  f o r g o i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  F i r e  
Harsha l  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  2 F I R E  H A Z A R D  e x i s t s  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
and h a s  m a d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n :  

1. T h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  to 2 
g a l l o n s  per s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  a c t u a l  s t o r a g e  a r e a  a n d  i n  a 
m a n n e r  as r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  f i r e  c o d e .  

T IME P E R I O D  FOR COMPLIAMCE 

1. T h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  :he 
f i r e  c o d e  w i t h i n  90  d a y s .  

CRDER TO ABATE 

P u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  15.20.030 o f  t h e  L o d i  H u n i c i p a l  C o d e ,  t h i s  
N o t i c e  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  O R D E R  t o  y o u ,  t h e  o c c u p a n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
i n  q u e s t i o n ,  T O  ABATE t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  l i s c e d  h e r e i n  in a m a n n e r  
and w i t h i n  t h e  time d e t e r m i n e d ,  a b o v e .  

APPEAL 

Whenever' the F i r e  C h i e f  d i s a p p r o v e s  an a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  
g r a n t  a p e r m i t  a p p l i e d  for, or when i t  is claimed t h a t  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  code d o  n o t  a p p l y  o r  t h a t  t h e  
t r u e  i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g  of  the fire p r e v e n t i o n  c o d e  h a s  bee r !  
m i s c o n s t r u e d  o r  w r o n g l y  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  t h e  3 p p l i c a n t  m a y  a p p e a l  
from t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Fire C h i e f  t o  t i le  C i t y  H a n a g e r  w i t h i n  
t h i r t y  d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a p p e a l e d .  
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FAILURE TO COMPLY 

N O  p e r s o n ,  w h e t h e r  as o w n e r ,  l e s s e e ,  sublessee o r  O c c u p a n t ,  s h a l l  
u s e ,  o c c u p y  o r  m a i n t a i n  a n y  o c c u p a n c y ,  p r e m i s e s ,  o r  v e h i c l e  o r  
cause o r  p e r m i t  t h e  same t o  be d o n e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  o r  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of  any of  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  f i r e  c o d e  o r  a n y  l a w f u l  order 
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  F i r e  C h i e f  or h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  u n d e r  
this c h a p t e r .  A n y - p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a r n i s d e m e a r i o r  f o r  e a c h  d a v  s u c h  v i o l a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e s .  

S t e v e n  U. R a d d i g a g  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  

S R / l h  

C C :  Chief B u i l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r  
C i t y  A t t o r n e y  
K.D. & R . V .  G a n b l i n  
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EXHIBIT F 

UCT 2 6  1990 
City Attorney’s Office 

NOTICE OF A P P E A L  

Thomas A .  Peterson 
C i t y  N a n a g e r  
C i t y  o f  L o d i  
C i t y  H a l l  
2.21 West P i n e  S t r e e t  
L o d i ,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 5 2 4 0  

Re: 23  Maxwell S t r e e t ,  i o d i ,  C a l i f o r n i a  

Dear S i f :  

T h e  unders igned ,  Anton N .  S i t t e r ,  owner o f  J . J . S .  
Yarehouse l o c a t e d  a t  2 3  M a x w e l l  S t r e e t ,  Building C, Lodi, 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  hereby a p p e a l s  f r o m  t h e  N o t i c e  o f  Fire H a z a r d  dated  
Septembcr 2 8 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  under the a p p l i c a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the  
Uniform F i r e  Code and Lodi Munic ipal  Code. 

Dated: Octobe r  24, 1990 

c c :  Robert McNatt, C i t y  A t t o r n e y  
F i r e  C h i e f  



? 
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LO&, California-95240 
209 / 333-6735 

d Mr. Anton N. S i t t e r  
J.J.S. Warehouse 
23  M a x w e l l  S t r e e t ,  #C 
Lodi,  CA. 95240 

D e a r  Mr- S i t t e r :  

RE: RESGLTS OF OUR MEETING O F  3-4-91, REGARDING FIRE 
INSPECTION REQUIRENENTS FOR 23 MAXWELL STREET , LODI 

A s  a resul t  of t h e  meet ing between yourself, your son ,  
your Attorney H e r b  Horstmann, m y s e l f  and F i r e  Marshal S t e v e  
Raddigan, t h e  F i r e  Department is i n  agreement t h a t  i f  t h e  
fo l lowing  F i r e  Code c o n d i t i o n s  are c a r r i e d  o u t ,  your 
warehouse at 23 Maxwell, # C ,  w i l l  be i n  compliance w i t h  t h e  
1988 E d i t i o n  of t h e  Uniform F i r e  Code. 

QUANTITY O F  FLAMMAHLE L I Q U I D  TO BE STORED: 

1 
4 .  

2. 

3. 

4 .  

The maximum q u a n t i t y  of  C l a s s  1-3, I - C ,  I 1  o r  1 1 1 - A  Liquid 
s h a l l  be computed by t a k i n g  the f l o o r  area des igna ted  for 
flammable l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  and m u l t i p l y i n g  t h a t  squa re  
foo tage  by 2 .  T h i s  e q u a t e s  t o  s t o r a g e  of  2 ga!.lons p e r  
square  f o o t  of floor a r e a  as the  amount, t h a t  m a y  be s t o r e d  
i n  t h e  des igna ted  area. When computing t h e  squa re  footage 
of t h e  des igna ted  flammable l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  a r e a ,  you can  
use  on ly  t h e  f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  used (rack a r e a )  and  any 
cont iguous  a i s l e  space t o  that rack o r  storage area-  

Quantities of f1a;nr;iable l i q u i d s  in excess of t hose  
ca l cu la t ed  using the above c r i t e r i a  m u s t  be stored i n  the 
liquid s t o r a g e  room. 

You may s tore  combustible materials on s e p a r a t e  racks i n  
t h e  des igna ted  flammable l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  area, but  t h e  
squa re  footage  t a k e n  crp by t h i s  s t o r a g e  cannot  be used t o  
compute t h e  t o t a l  ga l lonage  allowed i n  t h a t  a r e a -  

You must meet a l l  of t h e  r equ i r emen t s  r2ga rd ing  methods of 
s t o r a g e  which were o u t l i n e d  i n  F i r e  Marshal Raddigans 
l e t t e r  da ted  September 2 8 ,  1990. T h e y  a r e  a s  follows: 

Ken Morgan 
Frank Ortiz 



s t acked  more than 3 feet or 2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
whichever is greater,  u n l e s s  on f ixed  s h e l v i n g  
(which I b e l i e v e  you have)  or o the rwise  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d -  

b -  Storage  s h a l l  n o t  be closer than  3 feet  t o  t h e  
neares t  beam, chord ,  g i r d e r  or o t h e r  o b s t z u c t i o n .  

c .  Storage  shall be 3 feet b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s  
(heads) .  

d. I n  areas t h a t  are n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  
C l a s s  I ,  11 and I T I - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  be s t o r e d  i n  
t h e  same p i l e  o r  rack s e c t i o n  as o r d i n a r y  
comhustibie commodities except  w h e n  they are 
packaged t o g e t h e r  as  a k i t .  ( T h i s  is why w e  
r equ i r ed  t h a t  combus t ib l e s  be s t o r e d  on separate 
r a c k s  i n  i t e m  #3 above) 

e. Leaking c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  be t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  l o c a t i o n  
i n  an  area not accessible t o  t h e  p u b l i c  and c o n t e n t s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  tindarnaged container . .  

There is still t h e  q u e s t i o n  of h o w  much flanmable l i q u i d  
can you s t o r e  i n  y o u r  b u i l d i n g .  If you w i l l  p rov ide  UE w i t h  
a diagram of your building showing t h e  rack  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  and 
t h e i r  s i z e  and t h e  location and s i z e  of  t h e  “des igna ted  
flanmable l i q u i d s  storage area”, w e  will be pleased t o  
provids you wi th  t h e  maximum amount of  C l a s s  I -B ,  I-C, 11, 
and I I T - A  flammable l i q u i d s  t h a t  you c a n  store i n  your  
b u i l d i n g  and on each r ack .  

A s  w e  noted du r ing  o u r  meet ing ,  your b u i l d i n g  does n o t  
meet t h e  requi rements  of a Genera l  Pilrpose Warehouse under  
t h e  1939 Uniform F i r e  Code, and it is t o  your advantage t o  
use t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  1988 Uniform F i r e  Code ic l i e u  of  
spend.ing t h e  d o l l a r s  to b r i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  up to t h e  
requirements  of t h e  1979 code. However, i f  you chcose t o  do 
s o ,  we w i l l  a c c e p t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  
1979 code,  o n c e  it. is modif ied  t o  m e e t  t h e  requi rements  of  
t h a t  code. 

A t  our  m e e t i n g  you r e q u e s t e d  six ( 6 )  months t o  comply 



A t  our meeting you requested s i x  (6) months t o  comply 
with the  requirements of t h e  code (1979 o r  1988). 
choice is t o  meet t h e  requirements as I have out l ined  them i n  
t h i s  l e t t e r  I have no problem al lowing you an add i t iona l  s i x  
(6 )  months t o  comply- If however, you choose to_-continue 
with your appeal I ask t h a t  you n o t i f y  t h e  C i t y  Manager by no 
l a t e r  than March 12 ,  1991 so t h a t  your appeal can be placed 
on the  March 20, 1991 C i t y  Council Agenda or be continued 
c n t i l  t h e  A p r i l  10,  1991 Ci ty  Council Agenda. If you a r e  not 
going t o  continue wi th  your appeal I w i l l  r e p o r t  back t o  the  
C i t y  Council on March 20, 1931 t h a t  you have been given an 
addi t iona l  s i x  (6 )  months t o  comply wi th  t h e  i tems as noted 
i n  t h i s  le t ter ,  and t h a t  you have agreed t o  comply as here in  
s t a t e d -  

If your 

Thank you for meeting wi th  us  and at tempting t o  w o r k  out 
our d i f f e rences .  W e  apprec ia ted  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  d iscuss  
these i t e m s ,  and hopeful ly  we have provided c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on 
what the  Uniform F i r e  Code requirements a r e  for you building- 

Respect f u 1 ly , 

L a r r y  F. Hughes 
F i r e  Chief 

cc : 
Tom Peterson,  City Manager 
Steve Raddigan, F i r e  Marshal/ 
Herb Horstmann, Attorney 
F i l e  

JJW1 



,- 
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c. . 

Robert Gorbet 

Steve Rnddigan 
Gery Duck 

Ken Morgan 
Frank oruz 

Larry_Lor- 

Lo&, California 95240 
209 / 333-6735 

, Larry P. Hughes 

March 27, 1991 

Mr Anton N -  Sitter 
J-3-S. Warehouse 
23 Maxwell St. #C 
Lodi, CA. 95240 

Dear Mr. Sitter, 

Your attorney, Mr. Herb Horstmann, and I met on March 26, 
1991 for the purpose of clarifying points of my letter of 
March, 6 1991. A s  noted previously this letter w a s  
improperly dated February 6, 1991. During my meeting with 
Mr. Horstmann it was concluded that you needed clarification 
of the following points. 

X - ,  Does your building meet the requirements to be 
classif+ed as Non-Combustible and/or Fire Resistive 
construct ion? 

2- If you choose to meet the requirements of the 1980 
code, as listed in the Fire Departments correspondence to 
you, how long can materials be left in the shipping/receiving 
area of the building? 

My answers to these questions are: 

1. The exter ior  of your building, which I understand to 
be metal construction, does meet the  requirementa f o r  Non- 
Combustible construction as currently defined in the Uniform 
Building Code- For the entire building to meet this 
requirement all interior walls must also meet this 
definition- I believe that your building does have some 
walls with wood studs. If this is t r u e  then the building 
will not meet the requirement. 

If, however, the wood studs are covered with one hour 
fire resistive materials as defined in the code you woxld 
then have a Non-Combustible exterior wall with Fire Resistive 
Interior walls and would then meet the construction 
requirements of t h e  1979 U n i f o r m  Fire Code for a general 
purpose warehouse. 



L. _ .  

> -  , ,  
_I I must point out that you would still not meet the 1979 
Uniform Fire Code requirement for an extra hazard sprinkler 

- :.. . .  system- -, 

2. The question of how long you can leave materials in 
the shipping and receiving area is not clearly defined in the 

'3 1988 Uniform Fire _Code. We would not be concerned with 

. long a8 they are not blocking exits, The flammable and 
combustible liquids in this area must be moved to the 
"designated" flammable liquids storage area of the warehouse 
in a reasonable time.frame f r o m  when they are received. I am 
certain that the codes intent is to not allow the storaae of 

"designated" and meeting the design criteria for such 
storage- We belive that the maximum length of time that 
flammable and combustible liquids can be left in the shipping 
and receiving area is one week (7 days)- Anything longer 
would undoubtedly constitute storage, 

'!ordinary combustible materials being left in this area as 

- these materials in areas other than those areas so- 

We will await your decision on continuing of the appeals 
process or its' termination, Please let us know what your 
decision is so that we can advise the City Council prior to 
the City Council meeting of April 17, 1991. It would be most 
beneficial to us to hear from you by April 9th so that we can 
include materials in the City Council informational package 
for tHe,April 17th meeting. 

* .  

Thank you for you efforts to meet the requirements and to 
settle this issue. I hope that I have address the questions 
and given you the answers that you needed- If I have not, 
please contact me as needed for further assistance. 

Respectfully, 

Larry F. Hughes 
Fire Chief 

cc: Tom Peterson, City Manager 
Steve Raddigan, Fire Marshal 
Herb Horstmann, Attorney 
F i l e /  
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CITY OF LODI 
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

HEADQUARTERS STATION 

210 WEST E L M  S T R E E T  

LDDI. CALlFCRNlA 9 5 2 4 0  

(209) 333-6735 

April 11, 1991 

Mr Anton N. Sitter 
J . J . S .  Warehouse 
23 M a x w e l l  St. #C 
todi, CA. 95240 

Dear Mr. Sitter, 

A s  a result of  our meeting on April 9, 1991 and ~y tour 
of your facility I a m  forwarding this letter in a final 
attempt to provide you with clarification of the requirements 
of the Uniform Fire Code (UFC) for the storage of flammable 
and combustible liquids i n  y o u r  facility. 

During our conversations and previous correspondence we 
have agreed that y o u  have the option o f  complying with either 
the 1979 o r  the 1988 Edition of the UFC. This decision was 
made by the Fire Department due to the fact that your 
facili.ty w a s  constructed in 1981 under the 1979 Edition, and 
our inte;rpretation that t h e  1979 Edition is more restrictive 
than the 1988 Edition. With this in mind I a m  herein 
providing you with the requirements which would have to be 
complied with under each of these Codes, and will leave the 
decision as to which one you want to comply with up to you. 

Uniform Fire C o d e ,  1979 Edition requirements are as 
follows: 

A. EUILDING CONSTRUCTTON: The building must be of  non- 
combustible or fire-resistive type of construction. If this 
requirement is not met, the f l a m m a b l e  and c o m b u s t i b l e  
material5 must be storeG in an area of  the building which is 
separated from the remainder of the  building by t w o  h o u r  f i r e  
walls. Your present building has been modified f r o m  the 
original design by the addition of wood over the Tion- 
combustible metal walls and by t h e  breaching of the two hcur 
w a l l  with a large doorway. 

It is m y  opinion that in order to m e e t  the above stated 
building construction requirements you have three choices. 

1. Cover the w o o d  on the metal walls thrcuqhout the 
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entire building (excluding the office/lobby area) with a 
material which will provide the required fire resistance of 
these walls (one hour is required). 

o r  

2 .  Cover the wood on the metal walls in the 
warehouse portion o f  the building with material which will 
provide the requ-ired fire resistance of these walls (one hour 
is required) and close off, or install a properly rated fire 
door in, the large door opening breaching the two hour fire 
wall between the warehouse and the shipping area. 

or 

3. Construct a two hour fire wall around the 
designated flammable and combustible liquids storage area o f  
the warehouse. With this requirement you would be required 
to cover the wood only on the walls which would be within the 
two hour enciosed area. You will also require less area o f  
extra hazard sprinkler system coverage as noted below. 

8. FIRE SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS: Regardless of the choice 
made regarding the building construction in item A above, an 
automa-tic fire sprinkler system designed and installed as per 
National Fire Protection Standards for an extra hazard area 
must be installed. The area of coverage will depend on the 
construction choice you make. If you choose Item A, 1 or 2, 
the code requires the entire warehouse area to be covered by 
an automatic fire sprinkler system meeting extra hazard 
design as per National Fire Protection Association standards. 
If your construction choice is Item A, 3 ,  the extra hazard 
sprinkler system is only requirpd inside of the area 
separated by the two hour fire walls. 

C. FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS STORAGE LIMITATIONS: 
Regardless of your choices for building construction and 
sprinkler coveraqe the 1979 Edition of the UFC places the 
following limits on storage. 

M a x i m u m  Allowable 
Storage (ground floor) 

Class IA 2750 gallons 
Class IB 5500 gallons 
Class I C  16500 gallons 
Class ! I  16500 gallons 
Class II!A 55000 gallons 

M a x i m u m  
Height [except as 

noted be 1 o w  1 

3 feet 
6 feet 
6 feet 
9 feet 
15 feet 
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When two or more classes of materials are stored in a 
single pile, the maximum gallonage permitted in that pile 
shall be the smallest of the two or m o r e  separate m a x i m u m  
gallonages. We believe that the lowest flash point material 
y o u  are storing in the warehouse area is Class IB. I f  this 
is the case then your storage in the warehouse area will be 
restricted to a maximum of 5500 cjallons. Aisles m u s t  be 
provided so that no container is more than 12 feet from an 
aisle. Main aisles shall be at least 8 feet wide and side 
aisles at least 4 feet wide. 

The maximum height of materials stored on the ground or 
on a pallet shall be as noted in ths chart above. tJhen 
s t a c k e d  on the shelves of r a c k s  it is allowable to stack the 
materials on a shelf to the maximum allowable height. 
Example: Class IB materials can b e  stacked 6 feet high on 
a shelf, or on two shelves each stacked 3 feet hight. 

The clearance o f  stored materials from sprinkler heads, 
beams, chords, girders, or other obstructions shall be 3 
feet. 

Materials which create no hazard to the liquids in the 
warehouse may be stored in the same area. 

D. ST.0RAGE IN 'THE INSIDE STORAGE AND HANDLING ROOM: The room 
which:was constructed ir! 1961 will accommcdate a maximum of 
5000 gallons of storage which must be stored as follows: 

1. This storage area must include at least one aisle 

2. Storage must be 3 feet below all sprinkler heads. 
3 .  Containers under 30 gallonc, capacity shall not be 

stacked more than 3 feet or two ccntainers high, whichever is 
greater, unless on fixed shelvinq or otherwise satisfactorily 
socured. C o n t a i n e r s  over 30 gallons c a p a c i t y  shall n D t  be 
stacked  one upon the other. 

with a minimum width of 3 feet. 

4. This room requ i res  t w o  e x i t s .  
5. Shelving shall be of non-combustible material or 

of w o o d  of 1" nominal thickness. 

Uniform Fire Code, i988 Edition requirements are a5 follows: 

f 3 .  BUILDING CONSTRUCTION: No modifications to the type of 
construction are required. 



B.  FIRE SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS: The automatic sprinkler 
system d o e s  not have to be designed to meet the requirements 
of the National Fire Protection Rssociation standard o r  the 
Uniform Building C o d e  standard for extra-hazardous occupancy. 

C. FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS STORAGE REQUIREMENTS: 
T h e  maximum quantity of Class 1-8, I-C, I 1  or  111-A flammable 
liquid shall be computed by taking the i l - o o r  area designated 
for flammable liquid storage and multiplying that square 
footage by 2. When computing the square fGotage of the 
designated flammable liquid storage area, you can use only 
the floor area actually used for storage and any contiguous 
aisle space to the rack/storage area. 

Quantities of flammable liquids in excess  of  those 
calculated using the above criteria must be stored in the 
liquid storage room. 

O t h e r  storage requirements are as follows: 

1. Y o u  may store combustible materials on separate 
racks in the designated flammable liquid storage area, but 
t h e  square footage taken up by this storage cannot be used to 
compute the total gallonage allowed in that area. 

' 2. Containers under 30 gallons capacity shall not be 
s t a c k e d  more than 3 feet o r  2 containers high, whichever is 
greater,.unless on fixed shelving otherwise satisfactorily 
secured. Containers over 30 gallons shall not be stored m o r e  
than one container high. All containers shall be stored in 
an upright position. 

3 .  Shelving shall be o f  stable construction, of 
sufficient depth and of such arrangement that containers 
displayed thereon will not be easily displaced. 

4. Piles shall be  not closer than 3 feet to the 
nearest b e a m ,  c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  or other o b s t r u c t i o n  and shall be 
3 f e e t  below sprinkler deflectors o r  discharge orifices of 

water spray o r  o t h e r  overhead fire-protection systems. 

5 .  I n  areas t h a t  are not accessible to the public, 
Classes I ,  I 1  and 1 1 1 - A  liquids shall not be stcred in the 
same pile or rack section as ordinary combustible commodities 
except  when they a r e  packaged together as kits. 

6. Leaking contaiaers shall be taken to a s a f e  
location in an a r e a  not accessible to the'public and the 
contents transferred to an undamaged container. 



Under the 1988 Edition o f  the UFC we will have t o  know 
which area o f  t h e  warehouse you w i s h  to designate as the 
flammable liquids storage area before w e  can compute the 
total gallonage allowed in that area. A s  you know you are 
allowed to store up to 5000 gallons in the Inside Storage and 
Handling Room provided y o u  can arrange the s t o r a g e  in t h a t  
room as noted under item D in the ?979 section o f  this 
letter. 

I have recommended to the City Council that the Public 
Hearing scheduled for FIpril 17, 1991 regarding your appeal be 
held over until t h e  C i t y  Council meeting of May 15, 1991. 
This action w a 5  taken at your request that the Hearing not be 
held on Clpril- 1 7 t h  and t h e  fact that t h e  Fire Marshal will 
not be available for the May 1, 1991 Council meeting. I f  you 
should decide that you d o  not wish t o  continue with the 
appeal process it will be u p  to you to contact City Manager 
Tom Peterson and notify h i m  in writing to remove the P u b l i c  
Hearing f r o m  the May 17, 1991 City Council Agenda. If you 
wish t o  continue the process, you must be present on May 17, 
1991 at the City Council meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Larry F. Hughes 
Fire Chief 

CC: Herb Horstmann, Attorney 
Tom Peterson, City Manager 
Bob McNatt, City FIttorney 
Steve Raddiqan, Fire Marshal 
file 
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May 21, 1991 

Mr. Anton S i t t e r  
J .  J. S. Warehouse 
23 Maxwell S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  C 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mr. S i t t e r :  

This let ter will  confirm a c t i o n  taken by the Lodi City Council a t  i ts  
Regular Meeting o f  May 15, 1991 whereby following t h e  withdrawal of 
your appeal t o  the Notice of Fire Hazard and Order t o  Abate i s sued  by 
the  Lodi Fire Departnent on September 28, 1990, the Ci ty  Council ,  by 
motion ac t ion ,  denied the appeal and determined t o  allow you u n t i l  
January 31, 1992 t o  b r ing  your ope ra t ion  i n t o  compliance w i t h  the  
Uniform Fi re  Code. 

Should you have any ques t ions  regard ing  this matter, p lease  do not  
hesitate t o  c a l l .  

Very t r u l y  yours, 

Al ice  M. Reimche 
C i t y  Clerk 

AMR/jmp 

cc: F i r e  Chief ,  Larry Hughes 
F i re  Marshal, Steve Raddigan 


